
News from the Pan-Dorset and Wiltshire Teaching Partnership 

Just checking in with you... 

Most of us will have had some time 

off over the past couple of months 

and hopefully you have been able to 

re charge batteries, spend time with 

family and friends. The past 5 months 

have probably been the greatest 

challenge for Social Work and 

communities around the globe- So if 

you haven’t done yet, check your 

energy levels and soak up some 

sunshine whilst it's there!  

Now as we are approaching the end of the Summer Holidays, we are preparing for children to go 

back to school and for BU to reopen for students in the next semester. 

However with this preparation may come some worry and concern: how are we going to manage 

social distancing in schools, what is the risk for schools and colleges having to close again, how will 

children and young people cope, and how can we as a community continue to protect those who are 

most vulnerable to the Covid 19 virus.   

BU teaching and learning 

At BU the next semester will be taught mostly online and Academics are busy to put together pre 

recorded sessions for BA and MA students and as a team they are working hard to ensure that 

students don’t just get the information they need for the course but the practice knowledge they 

need in their future career. So, if you would like to be part of the teaching and share your experience 

and expertise, please get in contact with us via pdwtp@bcpcouncil.gov.uk. 

Masterclasses- recap  

Not just education will look different in the next term, all Local Authorities within the Teaching 

Partnership are re-evaluating their way of working and ask the questions of how much time do we 

need to spend in offices, how much space do we need to work collaboratively and yet stay safe. 

Some of us will need to continue working from home whilst others are in offices.  
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On the 26th August 2020 Dr Orlanda Harvey, Louise Downes and Tilia Lenz discussed how Covid 19 

has impacted on the profession and how practitioners cope with trauma and stress in particular 

when the support of the team and management may not be around them. How do we cope with 

difficult conversations held via video calls whilst working at home- does this feel like an invasion of 

your own privacy and safe place? The recording is here, in case you missed the webinar along with 

other previous Masterclasses https://pdwtp.org.uk/resources/ 

Here is just some of the wonderful feedback we received: ‘It was a privilege to have those insights 

into how everyone had coped, their experiences & reflections both positive and negative. It was also 

helpful to learn about coping mechanisms and key issues for creating a supportive environment for 

staff under pressure.’ 

‘Thanks. Very interactive and engaging. Probably the best training I have had on Teams so far!’ 

 

September Super-Masterclass 

We would like to invite you to our next ‘Super Masterclass’ on Mental Health and Autism.  

 

We listened to your feedback on previous sessions- you told us that the themes were great but you 

wanted more information and delve deeper into the subject. So the Teaching Partnership is now 

offering a 'Super Masterclass' in September with Liane Venus, Social Worker and AMPH for BCP 

Council and Tilia Lenz, Lecturer Practitioner Consultant. 

The “Overview over Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)" masterclass is provided in 2 parts and aims to 

give an introduction into how ASD impacts the individual’s social functioning, sensory perception, 

emotions, executive functioning and awareness. Across the 2 sessions, Liane will discuss each area 

individually, drawing on the teachings of experts such as Dr Tony Attwood and Professor Simon 

Baron-Cohen; her experience of working with individuals with ASD; as well as her personal 

experience. 

In the latter part of the second session, Liane touches on neurological differences found in the brains 

of individuals with ASD, which not only explain the earlier discussed features, but can also be used to 

shed light on the not always recognised and appreciated ‘superpowers’ that often come with ASD, 
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challenging the learner to change the viewpoint from one focussed on difficulties to one that 

celebrates individuality and strengths. 

These Webinars will be aimed at Adult and Children's Social Workers and offer practical insights as 

well as a theoretical background. 

The Super Masterclass spread over 2 sessions each 2 hours long on the 22.09.20 and 29.09.20 from 

14.00 to 16.00. If you would like to attend, please email pdwtp@bcpcouncil.gov.uk to secure your 

place! 

News from Wiltshire: 

Having had to postpone the World Social Work day conference due to the pandemic, Wiltshire are 

now preparing to offer many of sessions that would have been available on the day via MS Teams.  

This will be a Festival of Learning and sessions will run throughout the autumn. Times and dates to 

be confirmed. Sessions will be open to all social care staff and will cover a range of topics.  

Call to participate in Research 

Are you able to help with this research project? International Study into Domestic Violence 

Perpetrator Interventions – your help needed 

Bournemouth University are part of a two-year project in partnership with organisations in Greece, 

Cyprus, Italy and Romania as part of a wider EU funded project: The Other Side of the Story: 

Perpetrators in Change. 

The ultimate aim of the OSSPC project is to prevent further violence and change violent behavioural 

patterns by increasing the capacity of professionals to support DVA perpetrators to change. OSSPC 

will achieve this through the following activities: - Investigate, map, and comparatively analyse the 

current work with perpetrators in the participating countries; estimate the scale of the problem; 

provide a needs assessment and; discovering potential referral routes, suggesting relevant 

perpetrator programmes. It seeks to further teach perpetrators of DVA to adopt nonviolent 

behaviour in interpersonal relationships and understand the impact of DVA on them, their family 

and community. 

We are hoping to get views and experiences of those who have experienced abuse (via a 

questionnaire: https://tinyurl.com/yxst8ncc) but also professionals who work with abusers and 

those who have experienced abuse to take part in focus groups on the subject of support needed. It 

is vital that we gain views from those experienced with working in this field. 

The aim of the focus groups is to better understand how to develop perpetrator programmes to 

support and potentially change the behaviours of perpetrators. The focus group will be a maximum 

of one hour in length and take place via Zoom with 4-8 other professionals. 

We have focus groups on the following dates and times: 

Mon 7th Sept 2pm Zoom 

Thur 10th Sept 11am Zoom 

Mon 14th Sept 10am Zoom 

 

If you would like a place, please email harveyo@bournemouth.ac.uk. 
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As always, stay safe, look after yourself and those around you. Let us know if you would like to be 

involved in any Teaching Partnership activities or if you have ideas for future Masterclasses. 

Take care 

Tilia Lenz, Lecturer Practitioner Consultant- on behalf of the Teaching Partnership Team 


