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Autism Spectrum Disorder ςDiagnostic Criteria (DSM V)

Criterion A: Persistent deficits in social communication and social interaction across contexts

Social communication skills refer to all of the skills we need when using language to communicate and engage in 
conversation with others. Social communication encompasses the following skills:
- Using language for a range of functions, e.g. to provide information; to question; to negotiate; to suggest; to 

clarify
- Conversational skills, e.g. starting and finishing conversations; maintaining a topic of conversation; taking turns 

in a conversation.
- Understanding shared and assumed knowledge, i.e. how much information the listener needs to understand.
- Understanding and using non-verbal communication skills, e.g. eye contact, facial expressions, gesture, 

proximity and distance.
- Understanding implied meaning
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- Present as socially naïve and vulnerable to abuse; not skilled at deception
- Have poor awareness of own emotions and those of others
- Language characteristics: issues with figurative language => literal understanding; issues grasping main idea 

and drawing conclusions or making other inferences; connecting ideas within or across context (transfer 
learning); difficulties understanding sarcasm and humour

- Are not good asking for help
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