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DV and harm experienced 
by children 
The study by CAADDA reveals the link between DV 
and the harm experienced by children
The findings reveal a troubling picture of harm 
experienced by children exposed to domestic 
abuse. Behind the statistics in this report lie 
hundreds of thousands of damaged young lives. 
This reports emphasise the findings from recent 
serious case reviews.  

Key findings:  

There is a major overlap between direct 
h a r m t o c h i l d r e n a n d d o m e s t i c 
abuse:  62%  of children exposed to 
domestic abuse in this research were also 
directly harmed. 
Children are suffering multiple physical and mental 
health consequences as a result of exposure to domestic 
abuse 
A quarter of the children exhibit abusive behaviours, 
mostly once their exposure to domestic abuse has ended. 
Only half of these children were previously known to 
children's social care but 80% were known to at least one 
public agency.  
Children's outcomes significantly improve across all key 
measures after support from specialist children's services.  
The data shows a relationship between cessation of 
domestic abuse and cessation of direct harm to children. 

Recommendations:  

To achieve early intervention at little or no cost, create a 
network of lead professionals across agencies with a 
shared understanding of risk. 
To ensure children's safety, provide linked specialist 
domestic abuse services for child and parents. 
To ensure children are protected and helped, Local 
Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) and OFSTED should 
monitor provision and outcomes for children exposed to 
domestic abuse.  
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CSC Updates 

Training Events for 
Bournemouth employees
22.04.2014: An introduction to 
working with people who self 
harm 
07.05.2014: Equality & Human 
Rights Issues Working with 
Children & Young People 
08.05.2014: Child Protection 
Conference 
Click to book 

Peer Reflection
24.04.2014 (BLC): Next session 
of the 4 weekly peer reflection 
meeting will be about Direct 
Work. Please email to confirm. 

Early Help 

Information on our Early Help 
arrangements is available. 
Please have a look especially at 
the Early Help Presentation.  

CSE 

The London Safeguarding 
Children Board has published a 
report of the results of an 
exercise mapping current 
responses to child sexual 
exploitation (CSE).The 
snapshot covers: local policies 
and procedures; training and 
awareness raising; 
identification and early 
intervention; responding to 
issues of CSE; and overarching 
reflections of progress and 
challenges.

60 SECOND UPDATE 
Children’s Social Care       

Comments or ideas? Email: 
Stefan Kleipoedszus or  
Richard Williams 

http://biz/BusinessUnits/SS/SHR/WPOD/LD/Lists/Childrens%20Social%20Care/calendar.aspx
mailto:stefan.kleipoedszus@bournemouth.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.bournemouthcs.org.uk/eha
http://www.londonscb.gov.uk/files/2010/homepage/cse_executive_summary.pdf
http://www.caada.org.uk/documents/In_plain_sight_effective_help_for_children_exposed_to_domestic_abuse.pdf
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/resourcesforprofessionals/scrs/briefing-domestic-abuse_wda99478.html
mailto:stefan.kleipoedszus@bournemouth.gov.uk?subject=Practice%20Update
mailto:rwilliams@Bournemouth.ac.uk?subject=Practice%20Update
http://biz/BusinessUnits/SS/SHR/WPOD/LD/Lists/Childrens%20Social%20Care/calendar.aspx
mailto:stefan.kleipoedszus@bournemouth.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.bournemouthcs.org.uk/eha
http://www.londonscb.gov.uk/files/2010/homepage/cse_executive_summary.pdf
mailto:stefan.kleipoedszus@bournemouth.gov.uk?subject=Practice%20Update
mailto:rwilliams@Bournemouth.ac.uk?subject=Practice%20Update
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Workloads - National Average 
The average number of children in need per social worker in 
England last year ranged from six to 36 depending on the local 
authority, according to data collected by the Department for 
Education (DfE). 

The average number of children in need per FTE social worker 
was 17, but, at a local level, this ranged from six to 36.  Annie 
Hudson, chief executive of The College of Social Work, said the 
data needed further investigation. “There are likely to be some 
variations due to differing levels of experience and the 
complexity of family needs,” she said: “What is very important 
is that social workers have manageable workloads backed up 
with good management support and supervision. These are pre-
requisites for high quality professional practice and staff 
retention.” 

Homeless teenager turned away by Local 
Authority 

Local Government Ombudsmen finds that Doncaster MBC failed 
to carry out safeguarding enquiries. 
A Yorkshire teenager, who claimed she was being physically and 
emotionally abused by her father, was turned away by 
Doncaster children's services when she asked for help and told 
to return home. 

An investigation by the Local Government Ombudsman (LGO) 
found that Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council should have 
carried out safeguarding enquiries. Without an initial 
assessment, the council never considered the girl's health and 
welfare, education and housing needs before coming to its 
decision, and could not have said that she was not at risk of 
harm if she returned home. (Homeless teenager turned away by 
Local Authority 2014) 

Roles and Functions of social workers 

The College of Social Work has 
published an advice note on the 
roles and functions of social 
workers in England. 
The advice note was published to set out the essential 
contribution of social workers, both to the lives of the people 
who need and use their services and to the teams and 
organisations within which they work. It will help employers, 
social workers, other professionals and the public understand 
what social workers are there to do. 
Their intention is to give core examples of the roles and 
functions of social workers in the context of the various 
situations in which they are required, both in adults’ and 
children’s services. They aim to promote clarity and consistency 
in the deployment of social workers across the public, voluntary 
and private sectors. 
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CYP who self-harm 

A list of publications and online 
resources for professionals 
working with CYP who self-harm – 
also links to ‘Advice for parents on 
self-harm’. 

“Cinderella’s Law” 

The emotional neglect of children 
is likely to be made illegal in 
England and Wales. Neglect is the 
most common reason for a child 
protection referral across the UK 
and emotional abuse is more 
common in these referrals than 
physical abuse, according to the 
Department for Education. 
Currently, the criminal definition 
of child neglect, which affects as 
many as one in ten children, 
covers physical harm only. 

Violence against 
women 

The EU Agency for Fundamental 
Rights has published a study of 
violence against women in the EU 
based on interviews with 42000 
women. Findings include: 44% of 
women in the UK reported 
suffering physical or sexual 
violence since the age of 15. 1 in 
10 of all women surveyed 
suffered sexual violence by an 
adult before the age of 15.  

Experience of LAC 

Barnardo's has published research 
which underlines the experiences 
of LAC forced to leave home 
whilst still in their teens. 

Neglect 

OFSTED published a report about 
professional responses to neglect. 
More must be done to identify 
and respond effectively to 
neglect at the earliest stages so 
that the most vulnerable children 
in our society do not remain too 
long in families where they come 
to harm. 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/briefings/self-harm_wda101501.html
http://www.familylawweek.co.uk/site.aspx?i=ed128637
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2014/vaw-survey-main-results
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/someone_to_care_final_feb2014.pdf
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/childs-time-professional-responses-neglect
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childrens-social-work-workforce
http://www.familylawweek.co.uk/site.aspx?i=ed128201
http://www.tcsw.org.uk/pressrelease.aspx?id=8589947400
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/briefings/self-harm_wda101501.html
http://www.familylawweek.co.uk/site.aspx?i=ed128637
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2014/vaw-survey-main-results
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/someone_to_care_final_feb2014.pdf
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/childs-time-professional-responses-neglect
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NSPCC: Learning from case reviews 
where online abuse was a key factor 
The NSPCC has published a briefing which highlights learning 
from serious case reviews where online abuse was a key factor. 
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Ho w  s a f e  a re  o u r 
children? 

The NSPCC has published the 
“How safe are our children? 
2014 report.” 
 It compiles the most robust, 
up-to-date child protection 
data that exists across each of 
the four nations in the UK. Key 
m e s s a g e s i n c l u d e : c h i l d 
protection is turning into an 
emergency service which can 
only react to the most serious 
cases due to insufficient early 
support services, more families 
struggling financially and higher 
thresholds.  

Children with 
mental health 
problems. 

A new website funded by the 
Department of Health, MindEd, 
has been launched which 
provides information and e-
learning modules to anybody 
working with children with 
mental health problems.  

Review of studies on 
attachment 

This report reviews 
international studies of 
attachment to uncover the 
effect emotional bonds with 
parents have on a baby's future 
outcomes. 

Assessments 

A factsheet re assessing 
parenting capacity published on 
NSPCC Inform.  It describes the 
process of assessing parenting 
capacity and draws upon 
relevant research. 

Risk Factors

Virtual identities that can 
be used to manipulate and 
influence people they are in 
contact with online

Unsupervised contact
As children can access the 
internet via their mobile 
phones, parents and 
professionals often have 
little or no knowledge of 
children and young people's 
online lives.

Online communities
Online communication makes 
it easier to find, contact and 
interact with other people.  
This makes it easier for 
abusive adults to find, and 
build up relationships with 
vulnerable children and 
young people online.

Ease of sharing information
Images of children, including 
self-generated pictures 
taken by young people, are 
easily shared with others 
online.  Once a picture has 
been sent or posted, the 
sender has no control over 
who else it is shared with.

Learning for improved practice

Raising awareness about 
online safety
Professionals should receive 
regular training on online 
risks, protecting children 
online, and reporting 
concerns.  Parents and 
children should also be 
given the information and 
advice they need to help 
keep children safe online.

Making "friends"online and 
the privacy settings on 
social networking sites
Professionals should not 
communicate with children 
through online networking 
sites.  Professionals should 
also avoid "friending" the 
parents of children in their 
care as this blurs the lines 
around maintaining a 
professional relationship.

Managing online relationships
Professionals or carers should explain to looked after children 
the physical and emotional risks of unmediated contact with 
their birth families, and explain why contact needs to be 
supervised and needs to happen in a safe and neutral 
environment.   Professionals should also engage birth parents 
about appropriate methods and levels of contact with their 
children.

Reporting online 
grooming
When a case of 
online grooming is 
identified it should 
be reported 
immediately to both 
the Child 
Exploitation and 
Online Protection 
(CEOP) centre and 
to the site on where 
the grooming took 
place.  The local 
police force should 
also be contacted in 
cases where a child 
is thought to be at 
immediate risk of 
harm.

suicide following 
cyber bullying

online grooming 
leading to sexual 
abuse and 
exploitation

vulnerable parents 
targeted by abusive 
adults via dating 
websites and social 
networking sites

children sexually 
abused in order to 
share images of 
child sexual 
abuse online.

Consequences

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/findings/howsafe/how-safe-2014-report_wdf101938.pdf
https://www.minded.org.uk/
http://www.suttontrust.com/our-work/research/item/baby-bonds/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/briefings/assessing-parenting-capacity_wda101342.html
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/findings/howsafe/how-safe-2014-report_wdf101938.pdf
https://www.minded.org.uk/
http://www.suttontrust.com/our-work/research/item/baby-bonds/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/briefings/assessing-parenting-capacity_wda101342.html
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/resourcesforprofessionals/scrs/briefing-online-abuse_wda101144.html
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